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MODERN ARCHITECTURE

For centuries the world has been looking backward in architec-
ture and producing chiefly revivals of the Classic style with occa-
sionally a Gothic or Romanesque interval. It remained for an
American architect, Louis Sullivan, to break the spell and declare
the independence of architecture. In the eighteen nineties in Chi-
cago he practiced his theory, which was to express the life of his
own time. He realized that materials and techniques of the ma-
chine age were to revolutionize building and require the union of
the engineer and architect. His most famous biographer said,
"Louis Sullivan gave America the skyscraper as an organic work
of art."

Frank Lloyd Wright, who was Sullivan's student, carried his
ideas to completion, founded the worldwide movement in Modern
architecture, and became America's greatest architect. See page
122. Kuno Francke, a German exchange professor, published a
book on Wright's architecture in 1910 while he was still practically
unknown in America. This book inspired the development of
Modern architecture in Europe by such men as Le Corbusier of
France, Oud of Holland, and Gropius of Germany. Gropius and
Breuer, Aalto and Saarinen of Finland, and Ruthenberg of Sweden
are among those who later came to America to continue their work.

The United States leads the world in Modern architecture, which
is acknowledged to be a genuine American production, free from
European traditions. Modern architecture is democratic in prin-
ciple. It does net imitate the palaces of rulers; on the contrary, it
expresses itself in great projects like the dams of the Tennessee
Valley Authority which are for the people's welfare.

Frank Lloyd Wright inspired many architects; current period-
icals and books show their work. Public buildings in particular are
built in the Modern style in every state in the union. In multiple-
housing projects of the federal government progressive architects
have found their best opportunities for experimentation. The gov-
ernment recognizes that adequate housing will help to solve the
social, economic, and political problems of the underprivileged.
Dwellings that are good examples of Modern architecture are built
in the most progressive sections of the country. Unfortunately
the American public is slow in appreciating Modern houses.